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DECISION
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FILE: p184216 DATE: JAN 2976 gq3=%

MATTER OF:  pycila Ortiz-Deliz--Delayed return of privately- 272,

owned vehicle

DIGEST: 1. Records of employee who accepted

employment with Canal Zone Govern-
ment in October 1970 and resigned
therefrom on August 13, 1971, to
accept appointment efrective

August 16, 1971, with Vetereans Ad-
ministration in Puerto Rico should
be corrected to show continuous
Government service since record
reflects intent of all parties that
interegency transfer be accomplished
without break in service.

2, Employee whose automobile is shipped
at Government expense tc Canzal Zone
incident to appointment in October 1970
and who resigns in August 1971 to accept
employment without break in service with
VA in Puerto Rico and who ships car to
Puerto Rico at parsonal expense may have
that car transported to United States at
.Government expense upon subsequent
transfer under delayed return provision
of Fecderal Travel Regulations, FPMR 101-7,
para. 2-10.3c¢ (1).

This action is a reconsideration of our then Transportation
and Claims Division letter of March 28, 1975, DW.Z-2569572-5R58-2,
wherein it was determined that Ms. Lucila Ortiz-Loliz, an employee
of the Veterans Administrationm (VA), was indebted to the United
States Governument for the cost to the Government of the transporta-
tion of her privately-owned automobile from San Juan, Puerto Rico
to Tampa, Florida, incident to a permanent change of duty station,

The record shows that Ms, Ortiz-Deliz's automobile was shipped
at Government expense from the continental United States to the
Canal Zone, Republic of Panama, incident to her appointment on
Gctober 9, 1970, as a dietition with the Canal Zone Government
(CzG). Although Ms. Ortiz-Deliz presumably exécuted an azrcement

to remain in the employ of the United States for a period of at
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least one year when she recaived the appointment, she rvesizned

from the CZIG on Friday, August 13, 1971, and was acppointed to a
position on Monday, August 16, 1971, vith the VA Center, San

Juan, Pverto Rico. lis, Ortiz-Deliz states that she shipped her
sutomobile at personal expense frena the Canal Zone to San Juan.

In March, 1974, the VA tresnsferred Ma, Ortiz-Deliz from San Juen

to the Veterans Administration Hospital im Tarmpa, Florida. The
travel suthoriration iuncluded the transportation of her household
goods under the actual expense method (CDL) but did not authorize
the transportation of her automobile st Governmment expense. The
supply office at San Juan after contacting the ceatral office in
Washinzton, D.Ce.s issued A GIL for the shipment of s, Ortiz-Delic's
automctile, The VA later dztermined that lis, Ortiz-Deli:' automobile
ghould not have been transported at Govermment expense ond igsued

a 5111 for Colleetien in ths amcunt of 500,72 to recover {rom the
esployece the cost of transporting her autcsmobile from San Juan to
Tzmpa. In respouse to lMs. Ociiz-Deliz's protest of the Bill for:
Collecilion, the arcacy forwardsd the matier to the then Transzporta~
ticn and Claims Divisinn, Goneral Acecounting Office, for adjudicetidn.
The Division getormined that the cleinm azaiost Hs, Urtiz-peliz was

"valid and advised the VA te eflect collection. The enployee tow -

protests the determination of cur Trausportetion and Claims Divisioen.
Ve have been advised that installbxent peyrents sre veing degducted
frem Mg, Ortic-Leliz pay. -

The Federal Travel Regulations, FIIR 1517 (May 1973), at
para. 2-1C.3(c){1); perzit an eopleyee who 4s transievred from o
official station to which hils autouoblile was transported at Govern-
ment expgnse to enokbhar ovarscas staiticu to which trapsportaticvm
of tho crployce’s vohicle 15 not suthorized but to which the errloyee
traznsports hiz eor hsr vehicle at personal expense, te raturn that
vehicle to the conterminous United States at Goverancut expense
upon & subsequent trazuefer, provided that the cost te the Governw
ment does not exceed the cost of trensportation from the overseas
duty statiocn te vhich the autenebile was shipped at Covernment
expense ¢0 thz employse's sctual residence in the United States
at the tima of the i{pitial appointment or overseas assigazent,

. It is noted that the records show that Hs, Ortiz-Delir was
separsted on Fridsy August 13, 1971, from the CZG and picked up




B-184216

by the VA on Monday August 16, 1971, thereby creating a break in
her Government service, The Federal Personnel Manual (FPM), Sup-
plement 296-31, Instruction 15, dated October 15, 1965, Subchapter
S1, provides that an employee's separation because of acceptance
of other Federal employment is effective on the day immediately
preceding the day the employee enters on duty in the new employing
office, and the employee's records may be corrected retroactively
so as to reflect continuous service. Ve have generally approved
such retroactive adjustments in situations where it is known prior
to an employee's resignation that the employee is resigning in
order to accept an appointment to another position within the same
agency, or in another agency, and it is the intent of all parties
concerned that the transfer be effected without a break in service.
See, B-122897, April 11, 1955; B-112802, February 2, 1953; and
A~87950, September 10, 1937. The Hotification of Personnel Action
recording Ms, Ortiz-Deliz's resignation from the Canal Zone Gov-
ernment shows her appointment with the Veterans Administration
Center, San Juan, Puerto Rico, as the reason for her resignation
and reflects an intent to avoid a break in service. In these
circumstances we conclude that Ms, Ortiz-Deliz did nct have a
break in service upon her resignation from the Canal Zone Gov-
ernment and subsequent zppointment to Veterans Administration
Center, San Juan, Puerte Rico. Ve note also that the record
provides no evidence of a determinztion by the CZG that Ms, Ortiz-
Deliz breached her service agreement with that agency.

Under these circumstances, it is our opinion that the employee
was entitled under para. 2-10.3(c)(1) of the regulations, supra,
to the return of her vehicle at Government expense to the conter-
minous United States provided that the cost of shipping her automo-
bile from 3San Juan to Tampa not exceed the. constructive cost of
shipping it from the Canal Zone to her place of residence in the
United States at the time of her appointment in the Canal Zone.
Since the information obtainmed from our Transportation and Claims
Division shows that the cost of the shipment of an automobile from
Puerto Rico to Miami is less than the cost of shipping an automobile
from the CZ to the place of the residence of Ms. Ortiz-Deliz in the
United States at the time of her appointment, any amounts already
collected from Ms, Ortiz-Deliz should be refunded,
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In addition, Ms. Ortiz-Deliz's personnel records should be
corrected to reflect continuous Federal service over the period
in question.,

§g§§§7 Comptroller General
of the United States






